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his old stock of reactions. The inertia of habit carries
him along; and as he has become pretty well adapted to
his circumstances, habit carries him along pretty
smoothly. Yet some embers of originality are still
smouldering within him and can be fanned into life
when conditions are right. If we ask what are the con-
ditions favorable to arousing the factor of originality,
we find a long-accepted answer in the maxim, 'Necessity
is the mother of invention'. Invention', broadly inter-
preted, covers all forms of original behavior. The idea
is that routine is the line of least resistance, departed
from only under the spur of necessity. Necessity, to
revert to our favorite mode of expression, furnishes the
drive for original activity. Let us examine this maxim
regarded as a law of dynamic psychology.

We should not expect to find more than a half truth
in a proverb; and so it is in this case. The necessity
must not be too extreme, too dire, for, if it is, no free
play is allowed, and the old reactions simply have to be
employed. Under dire necessity, one rather reverts to
instinct than progresses to invention. Invention usually
requires a degree of leisure and freedom from immediate
danger or want.

Again, the necessity that gives birth to invention is
not ordinarily a purely external necessity. Perhaps
there is no purely external necessity in any case, for
unless a man had the will to live, unless he had needs
and tendencies within himself, external compulsion or
deprivation would be indifferent to him. The necessity
which drives a man is primarily his own need or ten-
dency; and the external element in necessity consists in
an obstruction to this inner tendency. It is when the